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Foreword

'1-;11'5 is the first edition of Government at a Glance, a new addition to the OECD’s At a Glance
series. Government at a Glance fills an important gap in internationally comparative data and
general knowledge on how governments work, providing indicators describing government
institutions, structures, inputs and prevailing public management practices in OECD member
countries. It also examines public governance issues that are important to governments’ capacity to
address the long-term effects of the recent crises, and raises some questions facing governments as
they look to further transform their public governance practices. This publication is particularly
timely as the recent financial and economic crises have heightened the role of government in the
economy and society, while requiring governments to be more efficient, effective and citizen-centred.

Government at a Glance shows how OECD countries’ governments work and perform
compared to other member countries. As such, the publication will interest politicians, policy makers,
public sector practitioners, advocacy groups, academics, students and the general public alike. In
addition, the indicators included in Government at a Glance can help non-OECD member countries
identify new ways to track and benchmark where they stand in relation to the development and
implementation of policies and reforms.

This work was led by Zsuzsanna Lonti under the direction of Martin Forst with
major contributions from OECD staff members: Jani Heikkinen, Jordan Holt and Laurent Nahmias;
Barry Anderson, Janos Bertok, Claire Charbit, Joset Konvitz, Nikolai Malysheu, Audrey O’Byrne and
James Sheppard (Chapter I); Dirk-Jan Kraan (Chapters II and III on Revenues and Expenditures);
Elsa Pilichowski (Chapter IV-VI on Production Costs, Public Employment and Human Resource
Management Practices); Teresa Curristine, lan Hawkesworth and James Sheppard (Chapter VII on
Budget Practices and Procedures); Christiane Arndt, Gregory Bounds, Stéphane Jacobzone and
Emmanuel Job (Chapter VIII on Regulatory Management); Janos Bertok and Jean-Francois Leruste
(Chapter IX on Integrity); and Joanne Caddy, Jean-Francois Leruste, Barbara Ubaldi and Yih-Jeou Wang
(Chapter X on Open and Responsive Government).

This publication benefited from comments provided by delegates to the OECD Public
Governance Committee and members of the Steering Group (details in Annex F); members of the
OECD Expert Group on Conflict of Interest, Network of Senior E-Government Officials, Public
Employment and Management Working Party, Working Party of Senior Budget Officials and Working
Party on Regulatory Management; delegates to the OECD Committee on Statistics; Nick Manning
(World Bank); Wouter van Dooren (University of Antwerp); Geert Bouckaert (Catholic University of
Leuven); Klaus Brésamle and Joachim Wehner (London School of Economics); Knut Rexed;
Enrico Giovanni (Italian National Institute of Statistics); Nadim Ahmad (OECD Statistics
Directorate); Jens Lundsgaard and Maurice Nettley (OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration);
Rolf Alter, Barry Anderson, Christiane Arndt, Bob Bonwitt, Monica Brezzi, Stéphane Jacobzone,
Josef Konvitz, Maria Varinia Michalun, Elsa Pilichowski, Odile Sallard, Andrea Urhammer and
Christian Vergez (OECD Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate); and
Kate Lancaster (OECD Public Affairs and Communications).
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