YOUTH INACTIVITY

Young persons who are not in employment nor in education
and training are at risk of becoming socially excluded -
persons with incomes below the poverty-line and lacking
the skills to improve their economic situation.

Definition

The indicator presents the share of youths who are not in
education and training nor in employment, as a percentage
of the total number of youths in the corresponding age
group. Youths in education include those attending part-
time as well as full-time education, but exclude those in
non-formal education and in educational activities of very
short duration. Employment is defined according to the ILO
Guidelines and covers all those who have worked for pay for
at least one hour in the reference week of the survey.

Overview

On average, 15% of the 20-to-24-year-olds were neither
in school nor at work in 2007. Differences across
countries are large: in Denmark, Iceland, Japan, the
Netherlands and Norway less than 9 % of youth were in
this situation. The ratio is substantially higher in Italy,
Poland, Slovak Republic, and the United Kingdom, where
this share exceeded 18%, and in Turkey, where the share
exceeded 40%. For the OECD as a whole, the share of
youths aged 20-to-24-year-old who are not in
employment nor in education has declined over time,
mainly reflecting the fact that young people, and
particularly females, spend more time in education than
they did a decade ago. The share of youths who are not
in education nor in employment was twice as high for
youths aged 20 to 24 (14.9%) than for those aged 15 to 19
(7.2%). This share is even higher among people aged 25
to 29 (17% in 2007).

In most countries, a smooth transition from school to
work is highly dependent on the business cycle and on
economic conditions. When these conditions worsen,
youths making their transition from school to work are
the first affected. This is because, when employers are
shedding workers, it is often impossible for young
individuals to get a foothold in the labour market, as
they compete for jobs with more experienced workers.
Also, when employment rates drop, people’s incentives
to stay longer in school become stronger, as the potential
earnings that students forego while studying will in
many cases be close to zero. In this context, it is
important for education systems to ease conditions of
access to education and training and to make additional
resources available to educational institutions.
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Comparability

The main problem of comparability is that, in some
countries, youths performing compulsory military service
are considered as being not in employment nor in
education. However, the duration of military services is in
most countries generally short; hence, the reallocation of
military conscripts to the employment/education category
would not change the figures shown here by much.
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e OECD (2000), From Initial Education to Working Life: Making
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Youths who are not in education nor in employment
As a percentage of persons in that age group

Youths aged between 20 and 24

Youths aged between 15 and 19

1997 2000 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 1997 2000 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Australia 175 13.3 13.3 12.3 116 115 107 8.1 6.8 6.8 75 7.4 7.1 6.5
Austria . . 104] 12.9 12.4 125 11.0 56| 7.3 6.9 6.6 53
Belgium 183 16.0 17.1 16.9 183 169 15.4 9.0 6.5 71 49 6.2 7.1 5.2
Canada 17.9 157 14.3 142 14.4 13.0 137 65 8.2 8.1 8.8 7.0 73 6.4
Czech Republic 18.2 203 18.0 185 16.6 14.1 11.0 5.0 7.9 58 5.7 53 45 2.9
Denmark 6.5 6.6 1.8 1.3 8.3 59 8.2 14 2.7 25 2.1 43 44 39
Finland - . 144 15.4 13.0 133 133 6.2 59 5.2 36 35
France 18.0 141 - 16.1 15.8 16.6 15.1 29 33 - 5.2 6.0 6.4 58
Germany 18.4 16.9 15.6 175 187 16.7 15.2 5.0 5.7 47 36 44 42 42
Greece 275 249 217 218 204 174 177 96 9.0 95 10.0 9.8 8.8 85
Hungary 29.2 220 19.9 18.6 18.9 185 16.9 8.9 86 6.8 6.2 6.4 6.0 5.0
Iceland 6.6 738 6.4 10.0 . 6.4 . . .
Ireland 9.7 115 11.6 12.3 118 124 44 53 49 45 5.0 5.1
Italy 275 217 236 244 238 226 13.1 9.3 11.0 1.2 118 10.2
Japan 7.7 8.8 9.8 9.2 8.8 9.1 76 o
Luxembourg 103 8.2 8.1 10.1 9.3 103 9.2 56 . 2.1 32 22 41 2.9
Mexico 287 27.1 276 274 . 19.0 183 17.8 17.0 .
Netherlands 7.1 8.2 9.4 93 9.1 7.3 6.9 238 37 43 33 39 30 36
New Zealand - - . 13.7 13.0 137 . 7.2 83 9.3
Norway 17 8.0 106 9.8 9.6 9.1 838 2.7 28 25 34 37
Poland 253 30.8 255 244 204 207 18.3 53 45 33 26 1.7 38 25
Portugal 14.2 11.0 12.3 135 141 13.3 15.2 9.8 7.7 838 9.8 8.4 7.8 8.6
Slovak Republic 255 33.1 296 27.8 25.2 238 19.9 16.7 263 126 7.9 6.3 6.7 54
Spain 224 15.0 14.8 15.6 19.4 16.9 172 10.9 8.0 7.3 7.6 10.8 10.1 109
Sweden 16.3 107 11.8 13.6 13.4 15.2 13.1 46 36 42 48 47 53 54
Switzerland 103 59 127 11.0 11.0 10.8 104 7.4 7.9 7.8 7.2 75 76 8.2
Turkey 484 442 478 478 471 463 457 302 312 328 353 377 343 36.1
United Kingdom . 15.4 15.3 14.8 16.8 182 18.1 8.0 9.4 9.0 9.3 10.9 107
United States 15.1 144 16.9 155 156 16.2 71 7.0 6.9 6.1 63 6.3
OECD average 18.8 175 16.9 17.0 16.3 15.8 149 8.8 93 8.0 7.7 74 75 7.2
Brazil - . - B 234 R . . 147
Estonia 18.0 195 16.3 15.4 15.3 33 76 5.2 37 5.7
Israel 442 40.9 403 406 39.6 252 25.6 247 243 257
Slovenia 13.0 112 13.0 137 104 438 43 49 42 43
StatLink sz hitp://dx.doi.org/10.1787/826876888878
Youths aged between 20 and 24 who are not in education nor in employment
As a percentage of persons in that age group
I 1997 or first available year 2007
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