ﬁ__

@ﬁéﬁ . OUTcoﬁs :

TERTIARY ATTAINMENT

The share of the population that has attained qualifications
at the tertiary level is a key indicator of how well countries
are placed to profit from technological and scientific
progress. The difference between tertiary attainment of
younger and older age groups is a measure of progress in the
attainment of higher education.

Definition

For each age group shown, those who have completed
tertiary education are shown as a percentage of all persons
in that age group. Tertiary education includes both tertiary-
type “A programmes”, which are largely theoretically-based
and designed to provide qualifications for entry to advanced
research programmes and professions with high skill
requirements, as well as tertiary-type “B programmes”

Long-term trends

OECD countries have seen significant increases in the
proportion of the adult population attaining tertiary
education over the last decades. In 2006 for the

25-64 year-old population, 15 countries are grouped
together within a range of 10 points between 25 and 35%
of the population having attained the tertiary level.
Three member countries are performing remarkably
high: Canada, Japan and the United States. Conversely,
two member countries are significantly below this
average percentage in tertiary attainment where less
than 13% of the population has attained tertiary
qualifications: Italy and Turkey.

In the youngest age group, 25 to 34 years old, the OECD
country average for tertiary attainment increased from
25 to 33% between 1997 and 2006. In three OECD
countries — Canada, Japan and Korea — 50% or more of
this age group had in 2006 obtained a tertiary
qualification.

An indication of longer term trends can be obtained by
comparing the current attainment levels of younger and
older age cohorts. For instance, comparing the tertiary
attainment levels of 25-34 year olds with those of

55-64 year olds indicates that in Korea, there has been an
increase in tertiary attainment over the past 30 years of
more than 40 percentage points, nearly 30 percentage
points higher than the OECD average increase over this
period. In contrast, some OECD countries have only seen
marginal increases (USA) or even decreases (Germany) of
over the same period.
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which are classified at the same level of competencies as
tertiary-type A programmes but are more occupationally-
oriented and lead to direct labour market access. The
tertiary attainment profiles are based on the percentage of
the population aged 25 to 64 that has completed that level of
education.

Comparability

The International Standard Classification of Education
(ISCED-97) is used to define the levels of education in a
comparable way across countries. See the OECD Handbook for
Internationally Comparative Education Statistics for a description
of ISCED-97 education programmes and attainment levels
and their mappings for each country.

Source
e OECD (2008), Education at a Glance, OECD, Paris.

Further information

Analytical publications

e Blondal S,, S. Field and N. Girouard (2002), Investment in
Human Capital Through Post-Compulsory Education and
Training: Selected Efficiency and Equity Aspects, OECD
Economics Department Working Papers, No. 333, OECD,
Paris.

e Blondal, S., S. Field and N. Girouard (2002), “Investment in
Human Capital through Upper-Secondary and Tertiary
Education”, OECD Economic Studies, No. 34, 2002/1, OECD,
Paris.

e Hansson, B. (2007), Effects of Tertiary Expansion:
Crowding-out Effects and Labour Market Matches
for the Higher Educated, OECD Education Working Papers,
No. 10, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2008), Reviews of National Policies for Education,
OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2008), Trends Shaping Education — 2008 Edition, OECD,
Paris.

Methodological publications

e OECD (2004), OECD Handbook for Internationally Comparative
Education Statistics: Concepts, Standards, Definitions and
Classifications, OECD, Paris.

Websites

e OECD Centre for Educational Research and Innovation
(CERI), www.oecd.org/edu/ceri.

e OECD Education at a Glance, wwuw.oecd.org/edu/eag2007.

OECD FACTBOOK 2009 - ISBN 978-92-64-05604-6 — © OECD 2009



_— e

ON e OUTC 3 D
‘ TERTIARY ATTAINMENT

Tertiary attainment for age group 25-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Australia 243 25.4 26.7 275 29.0 30.8 313 30.8 31.7 33.0
Austria 10.6 10.9 109 13.9 141 145 145 18.3 17.8 17.6
Belgium 251 25.3 26.7 2741 27.6 28.1 29.0 30.4 31.0 318
Canada 37.3 38.1 39.2 40.0 416 426 44.0 44.6 46.1 47.0
Czech Republic 10.6 10.4 10.8 11.0 141 119 12.0 123 1341 135
Denmark . 25.4 26.5 26.2 28.4 29.6 319 329 335 347
Finland 294 30.2 313 32.0 32.3 32,6 333 34.2 346 35.1
France 20.0 20.6 215 22.0 23.0 24.0 239 245 254 26.2
Germany 226 23.0 229 235 23.2 234 24.0 249 24.6 239
Greece 15.5 16.8 174 175 17.9 18.6 19.2 212 213 222
Hungary 12.2 13.2 135 14.0 14.0 142 15.4 16.7 174 17.7
Iceland 209 21.0 224 232 24.6 256 289 291 305 295
Ireland 22.8 211 20.5 18,5 23.6 24.8 26.3 27.8 29.1 30.8
Italy . 8.6 93 9.4 10.0 104 10.5 116 122 12.9
Japan 305 30.6 31.8 336 341 36.6 374 38.7 39.9 405
Korea 19.8 22.5 23.1 239 25.0 26.0 295 30.5 31.6 329
Luxembourg . . 183 18.3 18.1 186 143 | 237 26.5 24.0
Mexico 13.8 13.6 134 14.6 15.0 153 15.4 16.4 149 15.4
Netherlands = 242 22.6 234 23.2 25.0 275 29.5 30.1 30.2
New Zealand 275 28.1 29.0 292 29.3 30.8 323 35.6 394 383
Norway 2538 27.4 275 284 30.2 31.0 31.0 31.8 327 329
Poland 10.2 10.9 113 1.4 1.9 12.6 14.2 15.7 16.9 17.9
Portugal . 8.3 8.7 8.9 9.1 9.3 10.8 125 128 135
Slovak Republic 10.5 10.3 101 10.4 10.9 11.0 11.8 124 137 14.2
Spain 18.6 19.7 21.0 226 23.6 24.4 252 26.4 28.2 28.5
Sweden 275 28.0 28.7 30.1 31.6 326 334 345 29.6 305
Switzerland 222 22.9 236 242 25.4 254 26.9 28.1 28.8 29.9
Turkey 76 7.5 8.1 8.3 8.4 9.1 9.7 9.1 9.7 104
United Kingdom 227 23.7 24.8 257 26.1 26.9 28.0 29.2 29.6 305
United States 3441 34.9 35.8 36.5 37.3 38.1 384 39.1 39.0 395
OECD average 20.8 20.7 21.2 21.8 22.7 23.4 243 25.4 26.0 26.8
Brazil . . . . . . . 7.8
Russian Federation . . . . . 54.0

StatLink sz=7¥ http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/543722580131
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Tertiary attainment for age group 25-34
As a percentage of the population of that age group

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Australia 25.7 28.1 29.0 314 335 35.8 36.3 36.2 38.1 38.8
Austria 12.4 125 12.7 15.0 143 14.8 154 20.3 19.7 19.2
Belgium 33.1 33.8 344 36.0 375 376 38.9 407 40.6 419
Canada 441 455 46.8 48.3 50.5 51.2 52.8 533 538 548
Czech Republic 10.9 10.5 109 1.2 1.3 12.3 12.1 13.0 14.2 15.2
Denmark . 26.8 28.6 289 311 323 35.1 376 39.8 408
Finland 36.4 36.0 374 37.6 38.2 39.2 37.9 38.2 375 385
France 27.8 29.6 30.9 32.4 34.2 36.1 379 384 39.8 414
Germany 21.0 215 215 22.3 21.8 217 21.8 229 22.5 22.0
Greece 22.3 23.7 23.9 23.6 23.3 234 23.7 25.3 254 26.7
Hungary 124 139 137 147 148 15.0 16.8 18.9 19.6 207
Iceland 23.0 24.2 276 27.8 26.5 281 328 333 358 315
Ireland 325 29.5 28.1 252 334 35.2 37.1 396 406 422
Italy . 9.0 10.0 104 11.8 12,5 12.7 14.8 16.1 17.3
Japan 45.8 46.1 458 478 485 51.0 51.6 52.6 53.2 54.1
Korea 30.9 33.8 348 36.9 39.2 4.2 46.6 491 51.0 53.0
Luxembourg . . 21.2 229 234 226 18.8| 324 37.0 335
Mexico 16.7 16.7 16.3 175 181 18.6 18.9 19.5 18.2 18.6
Netherlands . 27.5 251 26.6 26.5 283 321 345 354 36.0
New Zealand 275 27.8 28.4 293 30.2 316 346 395 440 436
Norway 29.9 32.8 347 349 379 39.7 39.8 392 409 45
Poland 10.3 11.8 12.3 142 15.2 16.8 20.4 23.2 255 28.0
Portugal . 11.5 122 13.0 14.0 15.0 16.3 18.6 19.1 20.0
Slovak Republic 104 1.3 141 1.2 119 11.9 13.2 14.3 16.3 16.6
Spain 30.3 32.0 335 341 355 36.7 375 38.1 39.7 39.2
Sweden 29.3 30.7 317 336 36.9 39.2 404 423 373 391
Switzerland 24.7 25.0 25.9 25.6 25.6 26.7 29.2 30.4 31.0 32.2
Turkey 7.3 7.8 8.7 8.9 9.1 10.5 1.4 10.8 11.8 12.8
United Kingdom 247 25.9 273 28.6 29.5 31.2 331 349 35.0 36.7
United States 35.7 36.2 374 38.1 39.1 39.3 387 39.0 39.2 39.2
OECD average 249 24.8 253 26.2 274 28.4 29.8 313 322 332
Brazil . . . . . . . 7.9
Russian Federation = = & & = 55.5

StatLink sz=7¥ http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/543727046273
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Tertiary attainment for age group 55-64
As a percentage of the population of that age group

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Australia 1741 17.0 175 191 2141 225 233 23.0 238 26.3
Austria 6.3 6.5 6.5 9.9 10.6 11.0 11.3] 14.8 14.0 13.7
Belgium 13.7 13.8 15.7 16.8 171 18.2 18.9 20.0 219 22.5
Canada 24.3 25.7 27.4 28.3 30.1 321 33.8 34.5 36.3 37.4
Czech Republic 79 85 94 9.1 9.3 10.6 10.3 10.2 10.7 111
Denmark . 19.3 19.0 189 222 242 259 26.8 273 285
Finland 17.9 19.3 20.7 22.7 234 234 25.0 257 265 273
France 10.5 11.2 12.4 133 141 15.2 14.0 14.8 16.1 16.0
Germany 18.4 19.3 19.4 20.2 20.2 20.6 216 22.8 229 227
Greece 75 7.8 8.1 8.3 8.8 10.1 1.2 12.2 1.9 12.7
Hungary 8.5 10.2 1.2 1.8 115 12.6 13.8 14.4 14.6 15.4
Iceland 116 10.8 13 135 148 16.9 16.5 18.4 205 207
Ireland 125 114 126 15| 135 14.3 14.6 15.4 16.7 16.9
Italy . 48 55 55 6.2 6.7 6.9 74 8.0 8.6
Japan 13.7 13.2 143 15.2 15.1 18.0 19.2 206 217 229
Korea 6.5 8.3 85 8.6 8.9 9.1 9.5 9.7 10.0 10.6
Luxembourg . . 12.0 13.0 135 14.4 10.2| 15.8 18.6 18.2
Mexico 5.3 48 5.6 7.0 72 73 7.7 85 8.0 8.3
Netherlands . 16.9 16.9 17.7 174 19.6 21.9 24.0 244 246
New Zealand 21.4 22.6 23.6 23.0 22.0 25.0 25.9 291 32.0 30.3
Norway 17.5 18.9 18.8 20.4 215 217 217 232 24.0 249
Poland 9.1 9.9 104 9.9 10.2 10.5 1.1 12.2 12.7 12.5
Portugal . 47 45 47 49 46 5.6 6.7 74 73
Slovak Republic 6.1 6.7 6.9 78 8.6 8.6 8.9 9.3 10.5 11.8
Spain 7.6 8.1 8.7 9.7 103 10.5 11.0 12.4 145 15.3
Sweden 19.3 19.9 213 23.0 24.4 252 26.3 27.3| 249 252
Switzerland 16.5 18.0 17.8 18.3 20.2 213 22.0 221 221 235
Turkey 4.6 45 53 5.9 59 6.3 7.3 6.6 72 7.7
United Kingdom 16.3 17.2 185 189 191 19.8 208 227 238 241
United States 26.2 27.2 28.0 29.7 30.6 33.2 347 36.2 36.9 377
OECD average 131 133 139 147 154 16.4 17.0 18.2 19.0 19.5
Brazil . . . . . . . 37
Russian Federation . . . . . 448

StatLink sz=7¥ http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/543741054287
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