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SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Self-employment may be seen either as a survival strategy
for those who cannot find any other means of earning an
income or as evidence of entrepreneurial spirit and a desire
to be one’s own boss. The self-employment rates shown in
this section reflect these various motives.

Definition

Employment is generally measured through household
labour force surveys and, according to the ILO Guidelines,
employed persons are defined as those aged 15 or over who
report that they have worked in gainful employment for at
least one hour in the previous week.

Self-employed persons include employers, own-account
workers, members of producers’ co-operatives, and unpaid
family workers. The last of these are unpaid in the sense
that they do not have a formal contract to receive a fixed
amount of income at regular intervals, but they share in the
income generated by the enterprise; unpaid family workers
are particularly important in farming and retail trade. Note

Long-term trends

In 2007, the total self-employment rates (men and
women together) ranged from under 9% in Luxembourg,
United States, Norway, and Denmark to well over 30% in
Korea, Mexico, Brazil, Greece, Turkey and China. It is
noticeable that close to 60% per cent of self-employed
work in the farm sector in Turkey, while this share
amounts to 30%in Greece, 25% in Mexico and 20 in Korea.
In general, self-employment rates are highest in
countries with low per capita income although Italy,
with a self-employment rate of 26.4%, is a striking
exception. Ireland and Spain are also countries with
both high per capita incomes and high self-employment
rates.

Over the period 1995-2007, self-employment rates have
been falling in most countries although there have been
small increases in Germany, and larger ones in

Czech Republic and Slovak Republic, albeit from low
levels. Conversely, there have been much sharper
declines in self-employment rates in Turkey, Greece and
Mexico from higher levels.

The levels and changes in total self-employment rates
conceal significant differences between men and
women. In more than half of the countries, over 18% of
all men in employment were self-employed; the
corresponding figure for women was under 10% (figures
for 2007).

Growth rates have also differed. Self-employment rates
for men rose somewhat significantly in Austria, Slovak
Republic, Sweden and Ireland, while receding by more
than one percentage pointin Iceland, Poland and Turkey.
For women, self-employment grew somewhat markedly
only in Austria and Switzerland, albeit from low levels,
while dropping by one or more percentage points in
Korea and Turkey from historically high levels.

144

that all persons who work in corporate enterprises,
including company directors, are considered to be
employees.

The rates shown here are the percentages of the self-employed
in total civilian employment i.e., total employment less
military employees.

Comparability

All OECD countries use the ILO Guidelines for measuring
employment, but the operational definitions used in
national labour force surveys vary slightly in Iceland and
Turkey. Employment levels are also likely to be affected by
changes in the survey design and/or the survey conduct, but
employment rates are likely to be fairly consistent over
time.

Note that the composition of the self-employed with regard
to the four categories listed above varies considerably
among countries. In particular, countries with relatively
large numbers of small farms, Brazil, Mexico and Turkey, for
example, will have relatively large numbers of unpaid
family workers.

Source
e OECD (2008), Labour Force Statistics, OECD, Paris.
e For Non-Member Countries: National Sources.

Further information

Analytical publications

e OECD (2000), “The Partial Renaissance of the Self-
Employed”, OECD Employment Outlook, Chapter 5, OECD,
Paris, pp. 155-199.

e OECD (2005), OECD SME and Entrepreneurship Outlook —
2005 Edition, OECD, Paris.

¢ OECD (2008), OECD Employment Outlook, OECD, Paris.

Statistical publications

e OECD (2004), Quarterly Labour Force Statistics, OECD, Paris.
Online databases

e Employment Statistics.

Websites

¢ OECD Directorate for Employment, Labour and Social
Affairs, www.oecd.org/els.

e OECD Entrepreneurship at Local Level,
www.oecd.org/tds/leed/entrepreneurship.
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SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Self-employment rates: total
As a percentage of total civilian employment

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Australia 15.9 15.4 14.8 15.1 14.6 145 141 13.8 139 13.4 13.2 129 12.9 12.9
Austria 13.8 144 14.0 13.6 13.7 134 131 13.2 13.1 12.8 12.8 133 13.6 14.4
Belgium 189 18.8 18.8 18.6 18.2 173 14.0 141 144 14.1 141 138 13.8 138
Canada 10.7 10.6 111 11.4 1.7 113 10.6 9.9 9.8 9.8 95 9.4 9.1 9.3
Czech Republic 10.6 12.0 12.2 12.4 13.8 145 15.2 15.2 16.1 17.3 16.9 16.1 16.2 16.2
Denmark 10.0 9.6 9.5 9.1 94 9.1 8.7 8.9 9.0 8.8 8.7 8.7 8.9 8.9
Finland 16.3 15.6 15.3 149 14.3 14.0 13.7 13.0 129 12.9 12.8 127 12.9 126
France 1.3 10.8 10.4 10.1 9.8 9.5 9.2 8.9 8.8 8.8 8.9 9.0 9.0 9.0
Germany 10.6 10.7 10.8 10.9 11.0 10.8 11.0 111 1.2 1.4 121 124 12.2 12.0
Greece 46.7 46.1 45.7 45.2 43.6 422 419 39.9 39.3 39.0 36.6 36.4 36.3 35.9
Hungary 17.8 18.0 18.1 17.4 16.1 15.7 15.2 145 13.9 135 143 13.8 12.8 12.5
Iceland 18.4 19.7 18.2 17.7 17.9 17.7 18.0 16.9 16.6 13.9 141 14.2 14.7 13.7
Ireland 22.8 222 20.8 20.8 202 19.2 18.9 18.1 181 17.7 18.0 174 16.3 16.8
Italy 29.0 29.3 29.3 291 2941 28.6 285 28.2 27.7 215 284 27.0 26.7 26.4
Japan 186 18.3 17.7 175 17.3 17.2 16.6 15.9 154 15.1 14.9 147 13.8 134
Korea 3741 36.8 36.7 36.8 383 376 36.8 36.7 36.0 34.9 34.0 336 328 31.8
Luxembourg 84 84 83 8.2 8.0 77 74 71 6.9 6.8 6.7 6.5 6.3 6.1
Mexico 437 412 401 40.9 38.6 38.0 36.0 36.4 36.8 36.6 36.5 355 345 34.3
Netherlands 123 12.4 12.5 126 11.8 1.3 1.2 11.6 1.7 1.4 121 124 12.4 124
New Zealand 211 209 20.9 20.0 204 21.2 20.7 19.9 19.4 19.4 19.2 185 17.7 17.3
Norway 9.7 9.3 8.7 8.2 83 78 74 72 741 73 74 74 85 8.0
Poland 30.9 29.7 29.5 28.3 27.2 26.9 274 28.0 28.1 27.3 26.7 25.8 244 23.5
Portugal 27.6 27.9 28.6 28.9 281 27.0 26.1 26.8 26.6 26.7 259 25.1 241 24.2
Slovak Republic 6.3 6.5 6.4 6.3 6.8 7.7 7.9 84 8.6 9.7 12.0 12.6 12.6 12.9
Spain 25.8 252 24.7 235 227 213 20.2 19.8 19.0 18.3 18.1 182 17.9 17.7
Sweden 1.1 1.2 11.0 10.8 10.6 10.6 10.3 10.0 9.8 9.6 9.9 9.8 10.0 10.6
Switzerland 127 12.8 134 139 14.0 14.0 13.2 13.0 125 12.0 11.4 1.2 111 1.5
Turkey 59.1 58.5 57.2 55.4 55.4 55.0 514 52.8 50.2 49.4 49.2 458 43.5 419
United Kingdom 15.7 15.6 14.9 14.5 13.7 13.2 12.8 12.8 12.7 13.2 13.6 13.4 135 13.8
United States 8.8 85 8.4 8.2 79 7.7 7.4 74 7.2 7.6 7.6 75 74 7.2
EU27 total . 17.9 17.8 17.6 17.2 16.9 16.7 16.6 16.5 16.6 16.4 16.3 16.0 15.9
OECD total 19.8 194 19.2 19.0 18.6 18.3 17.6 17.5 173 17.2 17.3 16.9 16.5 16.1
Brazil . 386 37.0 37.8 37.7 385 . 35.6 35.7 35.6 349 349 34.0 329
China . . . . . . . 534 51.8 48.8 458 482 52.0 51.2
Russian Federation . 19 21 29 29 8.0 7.6 6.0 5.9 5.7 5.8 6.1 6.0 5.7

Statlink sz=m http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/542746080432

Self-employment rates: total
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SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Self-employment rates: men
As a percentage of total male civilian employment

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Australia 18.3 17.9 17.2 17.4 1741 171 16.7 16.6 16.6 16.2 15.9 15.5 155 15.5
Austria . - 141 14.0 142 14.0 13.9 1441 142 14.0 14.8 15.3 15.4 16.2
Belgium 19.6 19.7 19.9 19.9 19.6 18.2 24.2 24.4 246 24.8 24.9 245 245 245
Canada 120 118 12.2 125 129 125 1.7 1.2 108 11.0 10.8 105 102 105
Gzech Republic 137 15.1 15.7 15.9 17.3 184 19.1 19.1 203 21.7 215 204 203 205
Denmark . 124 12.4 . 124 122 1.7 124 125 1.9 1.9 116 17 12.0
Finland 211 20.2 19.7 19.0 18.2 18.1 17.8 16.8 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 1741 16.8
France 133 129 126 12.3 119 116 1.3 110 109 109 11.0 1.2 112 1.2
Germany 12.3 125 127 13.0 1341 13.2 13.4 134 13.6 14.0 14.9 14.9 147 14.4
Greece 476 474 46.9 46.8 449 438 437 42.1 414 410 39.4 30.1 39.1 39.0
Hungary 219 22.1 226 215 19.9 195 19.2 18.1 17.3 17.1 17.9 17.3 16.0 15.3
Iceland 256 276 239 232 239 237 24.0 23.1 236 19.2 193 20.1 208 18.8
Ireland 30.3 29.9 28.2 28.1 27.4 26.1 25.8 25.2 25.6 25.0 25.3 24.7 23.3 24.2
Italy 316 323 325 324 325 32.1 32.3 322 317 315 324 312 30.8 306
Japan 16.4 16.1 15.8 15.9 15.6 15.8 155 15.0 14.8 147 147 145 13.9 13.6
Korea 347 343 344 347 363 36.1 357 36.0 357 353 344 340 332 323
Mexico 44.2 41.6 40.6 40.8 38.7 38.1 36.4 36.9 36.9 36.5 36.2 35.7 34.4 34.1
Netherlands - 137 13.8 14.0 133 127 12.6 129 134 136 14.1 146 146 146
New Zealand 25.7 254 25.8 24.9 255 26.4 25.9 24.9 245 24.6 24.0 23.0 22.0 21.2
Norway 128 12.1 1.4 109 110 103 9.8 94 9.7 10.1 103 102 17 1.1
Poland 32.4 31.4 311 30.0 29.1 29.2 29.5 29.9 30.4 29.8 28.9 27.9 26.6 255
Portugal 289 299 303 300 293 282 275 28.4 28.1 28.3 27.8 267 255 26.0
Slovak Republic 86 8.7 8.7 8.4 9.1 104 10.8 1.3 1.8 13.0 16.0 17.2 167 17.2
Spain 269 26.2 26.1 253 24.4 232 222 219 213 207 205 208 207 206
Sweden 15.7 15.7 15.6 15.3 148 14.8 145 141 14.0 13.9 143 14.0 142 14.9
Switzerland 125 133 14.0 14.1 146 146 139 137 130 12.4 1.9 17 15 17
Turkey 52.7 52.1 50.5 49.8 49.8 48.9 46.5 475 451 445 45.0 42.2 40.1 38.5
United Kingdom 206 206 196 19.1 18.0 17.7 16.7 17.0 17.0 17.6 18.3 176 177 18.0
United States 6.0 59 5.9 5.8 5.5 54 5.3 5.3 52 5.4 5.3 5.1 5.1 5.1
EU27 total . 208 200 19.8 196 192 19.1 19.1 19.2 19.6 19.4 193 19.0 18.9
OECD total 20.3 19.9 19.9 19.9 195 19.2 18.7 18.7 185 18.5 18.6 18.1 177 17.4
Brazil 38.8 382 39.0 39.2 400 374 372 374 36.7 362 355 346
China . . . . . . 56.0 545 51.2 48.8 51.1 54.1 53.1
Russian Federation 23 25 3.2 3.2 75 7.3 58 58 58 6.0 6.3 6.2 6.0
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SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Self-employment rates: women
As a percentage of total female civilian employment

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Australia 12.6 1241 11.6 12.2 114 11 10.7 103 10.4 10.0 9.9 9.8 9.8 9.8
Austria . - 13.8 13.2 131 126 12.2 1241 118 1.3 10.3 10.9 13 12.3
Belgium 17.7 176 17.4 16.9 16.2 16.0 33.1 33.6 333 32.9 32.4 31.6 31.6 31.6
Canada 92 9.1 9.7 10.2 104 98 9.2 84 85 8.4 8.0 8.1 79 8.0
Czech Republic 6.7 8.0 7.9 8.0 9.2 96 10.2 102 10.7 11.5 10.9 10.4 10.9 10.5
Denmark . 6.3 6.1 . 5.8 56 5.5 49 52 5.3 52 53 5.8 55
Finland 11 105 105 10.2 10.0 95 9.2 8.9 87 8.8 8.5 85 8.4 8.2
France 87 8.2 78 7.5 72 6.9 6.7 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.3 6.3
Germany 83 8.3 8.1 8.1 8.2 78 7.9 8.3 82 8.4 8.8 94 9.3 9.2
Greece 452 43.8 43.7 424 4.3 39.3 38.9 36.1 35.7 35.6 32.1 32.0 32.1 31.1
Hungary 13.0 13.0 12.7 12.4 116 171 105 102 10.0 9.2 101 9.9 9.1 9.2
Iceland 104 106 11.5 11.4 1.2 10.8 11.0 9.7 87 8.0 8.3 74 76 7.6
Ireland 101 9.7 9.6 9.5 9.6 9.2 9.0 8.0 78 7.9 7.9 7.5 6.7 71
Italy 242 23.8 23.6 23.2 23.0 22.6 22.0 21.6 21.2 211 22.2 20.6 20.5 20.0
Japan 22.0 215 20.4 19.9 19.8 19.3 18.3 172 16.3 15.8 15.3 14.9 137 131
Korea 40.7 40.4 40.1 39.8 414 39.7 38.4 37.6 36.5 34.5 33.4 32.9 32.3 31.2
Mexico 426 40.5 38.9 4.3 38.4 37.8 35.3 35.6 36.7 36.7 371 35.3 34.6 34.8
Netherlands - 107 10.6 10.7 9.8 94 9.4 9.8 95 8.6 9.6 97 9.7 97
New Zealand 15.3 153 14.9 141 143 15.0 147 14.0 133 13.2 13.6 13.4 125 12.7
Norway 58 6.1 57 5.1 53 5.0 4.8 4.7 42 43 43 45 49 47
Poland 29.2 21.7 275 26.3 25.0 241 24.8 25.7 25.4 243 241 231 21.8 20.9
Portugal 26.0 255 26.5 27.5 26.6 25.6 24.4 24.9 24.7 24.8 23.5 233 224 221
Slovak Republic 34 338 35 38 4.0 44 4.7 49 47 5.9 7 7.0 73 7.3
Spain 23.6 23.2 21.9 20.2 19.6 17.8 16.6 16.2 15.1 145 143 145 138 13.5
Sweden 6.3 6.4 6.0 5.9 6.0 6.1 5.7 5.6 53 5.1 5.1 53 54 5.8
Switzerland 13.0 12.0 12.6 13.5 132 132 12.4 12.0 1.7 114 10.7 10.6 10.7 11.4
Turkey 74.6 74.0 73.6 70.0 69.9 70.0 64.7 66.8 63.0 61.9 60.7 56.2 53.3 51.5
United Kingdom 98 9.6 9.3 9.1 8.7 8.0 8.3 78 78 82 8.3 78 8.0 8.2
United States 74 6.9 6.9 6.7 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1 59 6.1 6.1 59 6.0 5.8
EU27 total . 138 14.8 14.5 144 137 135 133 12.9 129 12.6 125 12.2 12.1
OECD total 17.4 17.0 16.8 16.7 16.2 15.8 15.0 14.9 14.7 14.4 14.4 14.0 13.6 13.4
Brazil . 38.4 35.3 36.1 35.5 36.3 . 33.0 33.5 33.1 32.5 33.1 31.8 30.8
China % % & 5 % & 5 50.7 49.1 46.3 42.7 454 49.9 49.3
Russian Federation . 14 1.6 25 24 85 8.0 6.1 59 5.5 5.6 6.0 5.7 5.4
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Self-employment rates: women
As a percentage of total female civilian employment

2007 @ 1998 or first available year
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