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Foreword

Highlights from Education at a Glance 2008 offers a reader-friendly introduction to the

OECD’s collection of internationally comparable data on education.

As the name suggests, it is derived from Education at a Glance 2008, the OECD’s flagship

compendium of education statistics. However, it differs from that publication in a number of ways,

most significantly in its structure, which is made up of five sections that explore the following topics:

● Education levels and student numbers: This section looks at education levels in the general

population, how and where young people are studying and how well they make the transition into

the world of work, overseas study and social barriers to education.

● The economic benefits of education: This section looks at the extent to which education

brings economic gains to individuals, in the form of higher incomes and lower unemployment

rates, and at how these benefits serve as an incentive for people and societies to invest in

education.

● Paying for education: This section looks at how much countries spend on education, the role of

private spending, what education money is spent on and whether countries are getting value for

money.

● The school environment: This section looks at how much time teachers spend at work – and

how much of that time is spent teaching –, class sizes, teachers’ salaries and the age and gender

distribution of teachers.

● PISA: This special section introduces findings from the 2006 round of the OECD’s Programme for

International Student Assessment (PISA), which examines the abilities of 15-year-old students in

dozens of countries around the world.

In general, this publication uses the same terminology employed in Education at a Glance.

However, in one or two places terminology has been simplified. Readers who want to find out more

should consult the Reader’s Guide (see page 7).

Tables and figures in this volume are all accompanied by a dynamic hyperlink, or StatLink, that

will direct readers to an Internet site where the corresponding data are available in Excel™ format.

In addition, reference is sometimes made in text to figures and tables that appear in Education at a

Glance 2008. This material can generally be accessed via the StatLinks accompanying the tables

and figures in the relevant indicator.

Readers wishing to find out more about the OECD’s work on education should go to

www.oecd.org/edu. For more on PISA, visit www.oecd.org/pisa.

http://www.oecd.org/edu
http://www.oecd.org/pisa


From:
Highlights from Education at a Glance 2008

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264040625-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2009), “Foreword”, in Highlights from Education at a Glance 2008, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/eag_highlights-2008-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264040625-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/eag_highlights-2008-1-en

	Foreword
	Table of Contents
	Reader’s Guide
	1. Education Levels and Student Numbers
	To what level have adults studied?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.1. Population that has attained upper secondary education, 2006
	Figure 1.2. Population that has attained tertiary education, 2006

	What subjects did adults study in tertiary education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 1.3. Generational differences in social sciences and in education, 2004
	Table 1.1. Fields of education, 2004

	Who participates in education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 1.4. Enrolment rates of 20-29 year-olds (1995, 2006)
	Table 1.2. Enrolment rates by age, 2006

	How many secondary students go on to tertiary education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 1.5. Upper secondary graduation rates (1995, 2006)
	Figure 1.6. Entry rates to university-level education (1995, 2000 and 2006)

	How many students enrol in vocational programmes?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Table 1.3. Upper secondary enrolment patterns, 2006

	How many young people graduate from tertiary education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.7. Graduation rates from university-level education (1995, 2006)
	Figure 1.8. Graduation rates from university-level education by gender, 2006

	How many students drop out of tertiary education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.9. Dropout rates in tertiary education, 2005
	Figure 1.10. Completion rates in university-level education, 2005

	How do men and women differ in education levels?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Table 1.4. Graduation rates for boys and girls in upper secondary education, 2006
	Figure 1.11. Proportion of women entering various fields of education at tertiary level, 2006

	How successful are students in moving from education to work?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.12. Percentage of 25-29 year-olds who are unemployed and not in education, 2006
	Figure 1.13. Percentage of 15-19 year-olds who are not in the labour market or the education system, 2006

	How much training are adults doing?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.14. Job training for 55-64 year-olds compared with 25-34 year-olds, 2003
	Figure 1.15. Expected hours of job training for 25-64 year-olds by level of educational attainment, 2003

	How many students study abroad?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.16. Percentage of international students enrolled in tertiary education, 2006
	Figure 1.17. Proportion of international/foreign students in total graduates, 2006

	Where do students go to study?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.18. Trends in market share for international education (2000, 2006)
	Figure 1.19. Average tuition fees charged to international students, 2004

	Is there a blue-collar barrier in higher education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 1.20. Occupational status of students’ fathers, 2004
	Figure 1.21. Educational status of students’ fathers, 2004


	2. The Economic Benefits of Education
	How much more do tertiary graduates earn?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 2.1. Relative earnings from employment, 2006

	How does education affect employment rates?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 2.2. Employment rates by level of educational attainment, 2006

	What are the incentives for people to invest in education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 2.3. Private internal rates of return (IRR) for a young person attaining tertiary education, 2004
	Figure 2.4. Private internal rates of return (IRR) for a person aged 40 attaining tertiary education, 2004

	What are the incentives for societies to invest in education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 2.5. Public internal rates of return (IRR) for a young person attaining tertiary education, 2004
	Figure 2.6. Public internal rates of return (IRR) for a person aged 40 attaining tertiary education, 2004


	3. Paying for Education
	How much is spent per student?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Figure 3.1. Annual expenditure per student, 2005
	Figure 3.2. Expenditure at secondary or tertiary levels relative to primary levels, 2005

	Has spending per student increased?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 3.3. Trends in expenditure per student (2000, 2005)

	What share of national wealth is spent on education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 3.4. Trends in education expenditure as a percentage of GDP (1995, 2005)
	Figure 3.5. Expenditure as a percentage of GDP by level of education, 2005

	What share of public spending goes on education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Figure 3.6. Trends in spending on education as a percentage of total public expenditure (2000, 2005)
	Figure 3.7. Total public expenditure as a percentage of GDP (2000, 2005)

	What is the role of private spending?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 3.8. Share of private expenditure on educational institutions, 2005
	Figure 3.9. Trends in share of private expenditure (2000, 2005)

	How much do tertiary students pay?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 3.10. Tuition fees in tertiary education, 2004/5
	Figure 3.11. Public subsidies for tertiary education, 2005

	What are education funds spent on?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Figure 3.12. Staff costs as a proportion of current expenditure in education, 2005
	Figure 3.13. Expenditure on services and research in tertiary education, 2005

	How efficiently are resources used in education?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Figure 3.14. Relationship between PISA performance and spending (2005, 2006)
	Figure 3.15. Salary cost per student as a percentage of GDP per capita, 2005


	4. The School Environment
	How long do students spend in the classroom?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 4.1. Total number of instruction hours in public institutions, 2006
	Figure 4.2. Instruction time by subject, 2006

	How many students are in each classroom?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 4.3. Trends in average class size in primary education (2000, 2006)
	Figure 4.4. Average class size in public and private institutions, 2006

	How much are teachers paid?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 4.5. Teachers’ salaries in lower secondary education, 2006
	Figure 4.6. Ratio of teachers’ salaries to GDP per capita, 2006
	Figure 4.7. Trends in teachers’ salaries in lower secondary education (1996, 2006)

	How much time do teachers spend teaching?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 4.8. Annual teaching hours by education level, 2006
	Figure 4.9. Percentage of teachers working time spent teaching, 2006

	Who are the teachers?
	Significance
	Findings
	Trends
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure 4.10. Teachers’ age distribution, OECD average, 2006
	Figure 4.11. Gender distribution of teachers in OECD countries, 2006
	Figure 4.12. Gender distribution of teachers, OECD average, 2006


	Special Section: Introducing PISA
	What is PISA?
	Introduction
	Key features of PISA
	How PISA reports results
	Definitions for this section
	Further reading from OECD
	A map of PISA countries and economies

	What can students do in science?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.1. Student performance in science in PISA 2006

	What can students do in reading?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.2. Student performance in reading in PISA 2006

	What can students do in mathematics?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.3. Student performance in mathematics in PISA 2006

	How do girls and boys do in science?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.4. Gender differences in student performance in science in PISA 2006

	How does student performance vary between and within schools?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.5. “Within-school” and “between-school” variation from the OECD average in science in PISA 2006

	How well do immigrant students do?
	Significance
	Findings
	Definitions
	Further reading from OECD
	Figure S.6. Performance of immigrant students in science in PISA 2006
	Figure S.7. Percentage of immigrant students who perform poorly in PISA 2006


	Statistical Note



