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EMPLOYMENT RATES

Employment rates are a measure of the extent of utilisation
of available labour resources. In the short term, these rates
are sensitive to the economic cycle, but in the longer term
they are significantly affected by government policies with
regard to higher education and income support and by
policies that facilitate employment of women.

Definition

Employment rates are calculated as the ratio of the
employed to the working age population. Employment is
generally measured through household labour force
surveys. According to the ILO Guidelines, employed persons
are defined as those aged 15 or over who report that they
have worked in gainful employment for at least one hour in
the previous week. Those not in employment consist of
persons who are classified as either unemployed or inactive,
in the sense that they are not included in the labour force for
reasons of study, incapacity or the need to look after young
children or elderly relatives.

Overview

Total employment rates over the three years to 2008 are,
in most OECD countries, slightly above the levels achieved
in the period 1995 to 1997. In Ireland and Spain the
increase in employment rates exceed 10 points, while
gains are more moderate for most other OECD countries.
However, the Czech Republic, Poland, the Slovak Republic,
Turkey and the United States recorded modest falls in
employment rates over this period. By the end of the
period, employment rates ranged between 45% in Turkey
and 85% in Iceland. Among the non-OECD countries
shown here, employment rates in Brazil, Estonia and
Russia are slightly above OECD average, rising by

5 percentage points over the past years in Russia and
Slovenia. By contrast, employment rates in Chile and
Israel are below the OECD average, despite modest rises
since the mid-1990s. All these developments have
preceded those associated to the financial crisis of 2008-
2009, whose employment impacts are described later in
this volume.

Employment rates for men are higher than those for
women in all OECD countries. While employment rates
for men have remained fairly stable in most OECD
countries, there are larger differences across countries in
how those for women have evolved. In particular, in Italy,
Luxembourg, Spain, Ireland and the Netherlands
employment rates for women have increased by more
than 10 percentage points in this period, contributing to
much of the rise in the total employment. In non-OECD
countries, employment rates of men are markedly higher
than those of women, by more than 20 points in Brazil and
Chile and by 5 to 10 points in Estonia, Israel, Russia and
Slovenia. Brazil, Chile and Israel have below OECD-
average employment rates for women despite increases
since the mid-1990s in excess of those recorded for men.
By contrast, Estonia, Russia and Slovenia have above
OECD-average employment rates for women, rising at a
somewhat quicker pace than those of men since the mid-
1990s.
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The working age population refers to persons aged 15 to 64.
Employment rates are here shown for both total
employment and for men and women separately.

Comparability

All OECD countries use the ILO Guidelines for measuring
employment. Operational definitions used in national
labour force surveys may vary slightly from country to
country. Employment levels are also likely to be affected by
changes in the survey design and the survey conduct.
Despite these changes, the employment rates shown here
are fairly consistent over time.

Sources
e OECD (2009), OECD Employment Outlook, OECD, Paris.

Further information
Analytical publications

¢ Jeaumotte, F. (2003), Fernale Labour Force Participation, OECD
Economics Department Working Papers, No. 376, OECD,
Paris.

e OECD (2002-2008), Babies and Bosses — Reconciling Work and
Family Life, series, OECD, Paris.

Statistical publications

e OECD (2004), Quarterly Labour Force Statistics, OECD, Paris.

e OECD (2009), Labour Force Statistics, OECD, Paris.

Online databases
* Employment Statistics.

Web sites

e OECD Labour Statistics Database,
www.oecd.org/statistics/labour.

¢ Putting More Women to Work: A Colloquium on
Employment, Child Care and Taxes,
wwuw.oecd.org/employment/colloquium/women.
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EMPLOYMENT RATES
Employment rates: total
Share of persons of working age in employment

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Australia 67.7 67.6 67.4 67.9 68.4 69.3 69.0 69.4 70.0 70.3 715 72.2 72.8 73.2
Austria 68.7 67.8 67.8 67.8 68.4 68.3 68.2 68.8 68.9 67.8 68.6 702 74 72.1
Belgium 56.3 56.3 57.0 57.3 58.9 60.9 59.7 59.7 59.3 60.5 61.0 60.4 61.6 62.0
Canada 67.5 67.3 68.0 68.9 70.0 709 708 74 722 725 725 72.9 736 73.7
Czech Republic 69.4 6.3 68.7 67.5 65.9 65.2 65.3 65.7 64.9 64.2 64.8 65.3 66.1 66.6
Denmark 73.9 74.0 754 753 76.5 76.4 75.9 76.4 75.1 76.0 755 76.9 77.3 784
Finland 61.9 62.8 63.5 64.8 66.6 67.5 68.3 68.3 67.9 67.8 68.5 69.6 705 73
France 59.1 59.2 58.9 59.4 59.8 61.1 62.0 62.2 63.3 63.1 63.2 63.3 64.0 64.6
Germany 64.6 64.3 63.8 64.7 65.2 65.6 65.8 65.3 64.6 65.0 65.5 67.2 69.0 70.2
Greece 54.5 54.9 54.8 55.6 55.4 55.9 55.6 57.7 58.9 59.6 60.3 61.0 615 62.2
Hungary 52.9 52.7 52.7 536 55.4 56.0 56.2 56.2 57.0 56.8 56.9 57.3 57.3 56.7
Iceland 80.5 80.4 80.0 82.2 84.2 84.6 84.6 82.8 84.1 82.8 84.4 85.3 85.7 84.2
Ireland 54.1 55.0 56.3 59.6 62.5 64.5 65.0 65.0 64.9 65.4 67.1 68.2 69.0 68.1
Italy 51.2 514 51.6 52.2 52.9 53.9 54.9 55.6 56.2 57.4 57.5 58.4 58.7 58.7
Japan 69.2 69.5 70.0 69.5 68.9 68.9 68.8 68.2 68.4 68.7 69.3 70,0 707 70.7
Korea 63.5 63.7 63.7 59.2 59.6 61.5 62.1 63.3 63.0 63.6 63.7 63.8 63.9 63.8
Luxembourg 58.5 5.1 59.9 60.2 61.6 62.7 63.0 63.6 62.2 62.5 63.6 63.6 636 64.4
Mexico 57.2 58.1 60.3 60.4 60.4 60.1 59.4 59.3 58.8 5.9 59.6 61.0 61.1 61.3
Netherlands 65.1 66.0 67.9 69.5 708 72.1 731 732 726 7.8 7.9 732 748 76.1
New Zealand 70.1 7.1 70.6 69.6 701 707 7.8 724 725 735 746 75.2 754 749
Norway 735 75.3 77.0 783 78.0 77.9 75 774 758 75.6 75.2 755 76.9 78.1
Poland 58.1 58.4 58.8 58.9 57.5 55.0 53.5 51.7 514 51.9 53.0 545 57.0 59.2
Portugal 63.2 63.6 64.7 66.8 67.4 68.3 68.6 68.1 67.1 67.8 67.5 67.9 67.8 68.2
Slovak Republic 60.2 61.9 61.1 60.5 58.1 56.8 56.9 56.9 57.7 57.0 57.7 59.4 60.7 62.3
Spain 48.3 493 50.7 524 55.0 57.4 58.8 5.5 60.7 62.0 64.3 65.7 66.6 65.3
Sweden 72.2 7.6 707 75 72.9 742 75.2 749 743 735 73.9 745 757 757
Switzerland 76.4 77.0 76.9 78.0 784 784 79.2 78.9 77.9 774 772 7.9 786 795
Turkey 524 525 51.3 514 50.8 489 478 467 455 46.1 459 459 46 449
United Kingdom 69.2 69.7 70.6 7.0 7.5 722 725 723 726 727 726 725 723 72.7
United States 725 72.9 735 738 73.9 74.1 731 7.9 7.2 7.2 75 720 7.8 709
0ECD total 64.2 64.5 65.0 65.1 65.3 65.6 65.4 65.1 64.9 65.2 65.5 66.2 66.6 66.7
Brazil 67.7 65.1 65.3 64.4 64.6 B 64.3 65.4 65.0 66.4 67.0 67.4 67.4 68.3
Chile . 55.8 55.8 55.5 54.4 53.8 54.0 53.8 54.3 55.2 55.0 56.5 57.1 57.8
Estonia 65.5 64.9 65.2 645 61.6 60.7 61.1 61.7 62.6 62.6 64.0 67.7 69.1 69.5
Israel 56.5 56.4 55.7 55.2 55.5 56.1 55.6 54.8 55.0 55.7 56.7 57.6 58.9 59.8
Russian Federation ~ 64.5 63.4 60.4 58.4 61.6 63.3 63.2 64.5 64.2 65.0 66.1 66.5 68.3 68.8
Slovenia 62.8 61.9 63.5 63.3 62.5 62.9 63.9 63.4 62.6 65.3 66.0 66.6 67.8 68.6
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EMPLOYMENT RATES
Employment rates: men
Share of men of working age in employment
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Australia 76.4 76.3 75.8 76.2 76.6 774 76.4 76.7 77.0 776 785 78.8 796 79.6
Austria 786 774 772 77.0 775 773 76.6 76.4 76.4 74.9 75.4 76.9 784 785
Belgium 66.9 66.8 67.1 67.0 67.5 69.8 68.5 68.1 67.1 67.9 67.7 67.0 68.2 68.3
Canada 734 732 738 743 754 76.2 75.7 75.9 76.4 76.7 767 76.8 772 772
Czech Republic 779 78.1 774 76.3 743 736 736 742 734 724 733 737 748 75.4
Denmark 80.7 80.5 81.3 80.2 81.2 80.7 80.2 80.2 79.7 79.9 80.1 80.6 81.3 82.4
Finland 64.8 66.0 66.6 68.2 69.6 705 712 704 704 70.0 705 718 724 734
France 66.7 66.8 66.3 66.6 66.8 68.1 69.0 68.6 69.1 68.7 68.6 68.4 68.6 69.2
Germany 737 728 724 729 728 729 72.8 77 70.4 70.8 714 72.8 74.7 75.9
Greece 722 726 719 716 70.9 713 70.9 725 735 74.0 745 746 749 75.4
Hungary 60.2 60.2 60.3 60.3 62.2 62.7 63.0 62.9 63.4 63.1 63.1 63.8 64.0 63.0
Iceland 84.0 84.3 84.2 86.0 88.2 88.2 88.0 85.7 86.8 86.2 87.4 88.7 89.5 87.8
Ireland 66.7 66.6 67.8 71.0 735 75.6 76.0 749 746 75. 76.2 774 774 75.6
Italy 67.0 66.9 66.8 67.1 67.6 68.2 68.7 69.2 69.7 69.7 69.7 705 70.7 703
Japan 81.9 82.1 82.4 81.7 81.0 80.9 80.5 79.9 79.8 80.0 80.4 81.0 81.7 81.6
Korea 76.8 76.7 76.2 713 713 734 735 749 75.0 75.2 75.0 746 74.7 74.4
Luxembourg 74.3 744 74.3 746 744 75.0 749 755 733 72.8 733 726 728 72.8
Mexico 79.9 81.4 83.7 83.5 837 82.8 82.3 816 80.8 81.0 80.2 81.6 80.9 80.7
Netherlands 76.0 76.8 78 796 80.3 81.2 81.9 81.4 80.3 79.3 78.9 79.9 81.0 81.9
New Zealand 786 79.0 786 773 774 782 79.1 79.8 79.4 80.8 815 82.1 82.1 81.0
Norway 784 80.0 81.7 82.8 82.1 817 81.0 80.2 787 784 783 786 79.7 80.6
Poland 64.7 65.2 66.1 65.8 63.6 61.2 59.2 57.0 56.7 57.4 59.0 60.9 63.6 66.3
Portugal 724 72.0 725 756 75.6 76.3 76.5 75.7 739 74.1 734 739 739 74.0
Slovak Republic 67.6 69.2 68.4 67.8 64.3 62.2 62.1 625 63.4 63.2 64.6 67.0 68.4 70.0
Spain 64.0 64.7 66.1 68.3 708 727 738 739 745 749 76.4 773 774 746
Sweden 735 732 72.4 736 748 76.2 76.9 76.4 75.7 75.0 75.9 76.8 78.0 784
Switzerland 87.3 86.8 85.9 87.2 87.1 87.3 87.6 86.2 85.1 84.5 839 84.7 85.6 85.4
Turkey 746 74.9 74.8 743 72.7 7 69.3 66.9 65.9 67.9 68.2 68.0 66.8 66.6
United Kingdom 76.1 76.3 774 78.0 78.3 789 79.1 786 789 78.9 78.8 784 784 785
United States 795 79.7 80.1 80.5 80.5 80.6 794 78.0 76.9 772 776 78.1 778 76.4
OECD total 75.4 75.6 76.0 76.0 76.0 76.2 75.7 75.0 746 748 75. 75.7 76.0 75.7
Brazil 83.1 80.8 80.7 795 788 . 78.2 78.7 779 79.3 79.4 79.6 79.7 80.6
Chile . 76.7 76.7 744 73.0 724 723 718 77 719 716 726 726 725
Estonia 70.9 69.8 70.4 68.9 65.6 64.8 65.2 66.0 66.7 65.7 66.2 705 726 73.0
Israel 65.0 64.2 63.1 61.9 61.3 61.4 60.8 59.5 59.4 60.4 61.0 61.8 63.3 64.1
Russian Federation ~ 69.9 68.6 65.3 63.1 65.9 67.6 67.4 68.3 67.9 68.6 69.6 69.7 718 73.0
Slovenia 67.7 66.2 67.9 67.7 66.9 67.2 68.7 68.2 67.4 70.0 704 714 72.7 72.7
StatLink szsr http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/825405675131
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EMPLOYMENT RATES
Employment rates: women
Share of women of working age in employment

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Australia 59.0 58.9 58.9 59,6 60.0 614 61.7 62.0 63.0 63.0 64.6 65.5 66.1 66.7
Austria 58.9 58.3 58.4 58.5 59.4 59.4 59.9 61.2 61.6 60.7 62.0 63.5 64.4 65.8
Belgium 454 456 467 475 50.2 51.9 50.7 511 514 53.0 541 536 54.9 55.7
Canada 61.6 61.5 62.1 63.5 64.6 65.6 65.9 67.0 67.9 68.4 68.3 69.0 701 70.1
Czech Republic 61.0 60.6 59.9 58.7 57.4 56.9 57.0 57.1 56.3 56.0 56.3 56.8 57.3 57.6
Denmark 67.0 67.4 69.4 703 7.6 72.1 74 726 705 72.0 70.8 73.2 733 744
Finland 59.0 59.5 60.4 61.3 63.6 64.5 65.4 66.1 65.7 65.5 66.5 67.3 68.5 69.0
France 51.6 51.8 51.7 524 53.0 54.3 55.2 55.8 57.6 57.7 58.0 58.2 59.4 60.1
Germany 55.3 55.5 55.3 56.3 57.4 58.1 58.7 58.8 58.7 59.2 59.6 61.4 63.2 64.3
Greece 38.0 385 39.1 403 407 113 412 431 445 455 462 475 481 49.0
Hungary 45.9 455 455 47.3 48.9 496 498 498 50.9 50.7 51.0 51.2 50.9 50.6
Iceland 76.8 76.5 75.6 783 80.2 81.0 81.1 79.8 81.2 794 81.2 81.6 81.7 80.3
Ireland 45 433 47 48.2 51.3 53.3 54.0 55.0 55.2 55.6 57.9 58.7 60.3 60.5
Italy 354 36.0 36.4 37.3 38.3 396 414 420 427 45.2 453 463 46.6 472
Japan 56.4 56.8 57.6 57.2 56.7 56.7 57.0 56.5 56.8 57.4 58.1 58.8 59.5 59.7
Korea 50.5 51.1 51.6 473 481 50.0 50.9 52.0 511 52.2 525 53.1 53.2 53.2
Luxembourg 422 436 454 456 485 50.0 50.8 51.5 50.9 51.9 53.7 546 545 55.8
Mexico 36.0 36.8 39.1 393 391 39.6 39.0 395 39.1 409 416 429 436 441
Netherlands 53.9 54.9 57.4 59.1 61.1 62.7 64.1 64.8 64.7 64.1 64.8 66.4 68.5 70.2
New Zealand 61.7 63.4 62.8 62.1 63.0 63.5 64.8 65.3 65.7 66.5 68.0 68.4 69.0 69.0
Norway 68.3 704 72.2 736 738 740 738 739 727 72.7 72.0 723 740 754
Poland 51.8 51.8 51.8 52.2 51.6 489 478 464 46.2 464 47.0 482 50.6 524
Portugal 54.8 55.6 57.2 58.3 59.5 60.5 61.0 60.8 60.6 61.7 61.7 62.0 61.9 62.5
Slovak Republic 53.0 54.6 54.0 53.5 521 515 51.8 51.4 52.2 50.9 50.9 51.9 53.0 546
Spain 325 33.8 35.2 365 39.1 420 438 449 463 49.0 51.9 54.0 55.5 55.7
Sweden 70.9 69.9 68.9 69.4 70.9 722 735 734 728 718 7.8 721 732 73.2
Switzerland 65.6 67.1 67.8 68.8 69.6 69.4 707 75 707 703 704 71 716 735
Turkey 30.2 303 28.0 285 28.9 26.2 26.3 26,6 25.2 243 237 238 228 235
United Kingdom 62.5 63.3 64.0 64.2 65.0 65.6 66.0 66.3 66.4 66.6 66.7 66.8 66.3 66.9
United States 65.8 66.3 67.1 67.4 67.6 67.8 67.1 66.1 65.7 65.4 65.6 66.1 65.9 65.5
OECD total 53.2 53.6 54.2 544 54.9 55.2 55.3 55.3 55.3 55.7 56.1 56.9 57.5 57.8
Brazil 53.1 50.3 50.7 50.1 51.3 . 51.3 52.9 52.9 54.3 55.3 55.9 55.8 56.8
Chile - 355 355 36.9 36.3 35.7 35.8 35.8 37.1 38.8 38.7 405 416 432
Estonia 60.6 60.5 60.5 60.5 57.9 57.0 57.3 57.8 58.8 59.8 61.9 65.1 65.7 66.3
Israel 48.1 486 484 487 498 50.9 504 50.2 50.6 51.0 525 53.3 546 55.6
Russian Federation ~ 59.4 58.5 55.8 54.0 57.5 59.3 59.3 61.0 60.3 61.7 62.8 63.6 65.1 64.9
Slovenia 57.9 57.7 59.0 58.8 57.9 58.5 58.9 58.6 57.6 60.5 61.3 61.8 62.6 64.2
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