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Executive summary

Time for a new development co-operation narrative

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change are grounded
in the understanding that tackling major systemic problems and the political, economic, social and
environmental crises confronting the world requires co-operation. But the goals are proving hard to reach.
Progress is uneven and new challenges are constantly emerging that often overshadow the positive
outcomes already achieved.

At a time of deepening scepticism about many international institutions and norms, development actors
need to step up and champion the work they are doing. Youth are uniting for action, spurring the need for
a new narrative. To engage youth and citizens more broadly and counter a media-driven narrative that
reinforces public perceptions of development co-operation’s shortcomings, development co-operation
needs a fresh narrative that explains to a wider public what it is, how it operates and why it is needed.

Inspiring hope: Contributing to better lives and a shared future

Nations and societies are largely responsible for their own progress. International development co-
operation cannot claim sole credit for development progress, but it can claim a supporting role in helping
progress happen. The essence of development co-operation is support to developing countries in their
efforts to improve the lives of their citizens, leaving no one behind. Countless compelling examples
demonstrate how it adds value, catalyses additional investments, costs significantly less than inaction and
benefits everyone by helping to head off future problems.

Development co-operation is needed more than ever

There is cause for alarm, however, about the future of international development co-operation and the
global community’s willingness and ability to co-operate effectively and deliver on its promises. When
action to reach well-defined and agreed goals for peoples’ well-being and sustainable living are off track,
it should be a wake-up call that forces international development co-operation actors to ask tough
questions about whether they are “walking the talk”.

Rising geopolitical and trading tensions between the world’s biggest economies appear to be dampening
the potential for growth. Global multilateralism and the ambitious goals set by the world community in 2015
are under threat. The rapid digitalisation of the global economy and everyday social interactions is
transforming the future of work worldwide. More frequent climate-related shocks are also rattling growth
and development prospects, jeopardising hard-won gains by increasing food insecurity, health risks and
peoples’ vulnerability to extreme weather events. The latest evidence shows that action to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals is falling short on issues that are crucial for a better world, namely gender
equality and all other forms of inequality, poverty, fragility and conflict and climate change.
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A CALL FOR A

CHANGE OF COURSE
IN DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION

OECD DAC governments and their development agencies need to show through words, actions and
investments that development co-operation is fit to take on 21%tcentury challenges and open to working

with diverse actors for long-term development results.

THE REPORT CALLS FOR A CHANGE OF COURSE AND ACTION ON THREE FRONTS.

NARRATIVE,
MODERNISE IT TO:

= Harness human solidarity and
interests, focusing on tangible
local actions and solutions to big
issues that people care about.

—> Respect the right and
responsibility of each nation to
chart its own course towards
sustainable development, with
due respect for the universal
rights of all peoples and
generations.

—> Update words and language to
shift perceptions to empowering
all people and show how we all
gain from progress in human
well-being in other parts of the
world.

RETOOL,
BE FIT FOR PURPOSE TO:

=> Champion and safeguard the
essence and value of
concessional public finance
for development in leaving
no one behind.

=> Step-up action for gender
equality, which is
fundamental for all societies
— not only because it is right,
but also because it provides
keys to unlock the doors to
progress.

=> Invest in green and clean
development co-operation,
breaking silos between
climate and development to
promote people-centred,
climate-resilient
development pathways.

=> Uphold, update and promote
high standards, expertise
and good practices on what
works for sustainable
development and well-being.

TEAM UP,
SMARTLY, TO:

—> Reignite the spirit of effective
development co-operation,
especially in the face of
short-term political and
economic interests and
pressures that are inconsistent
with sustainable development.

=> Catalyse knowledge,
innovation, financing and
capacity by teaming up
smartly with public, private
and civil society actors, being
informed by their unique
value, and equipped with the
right incentives and
safeguards.

—> Co-ordinate across different
policy communities to promote
coherence in all areas of
public policy and citizenship,
with the aim to maximise
global public goods while
minimising any negative
effects on sustainable
development in other parts
of the world.
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