POPULATION AND MIGRATION e ELDERLY POPULATION

AGEING SOCIETIES

The percentage of the population that is 65 years or older is
rising in all OECD countries and is expected to continue
doing so. The number of inactive elderly as a ratio of the
number in the total labour force is also increasing
throughout OECD countries. These trends have a number of
implications for government and private spending on
pensions and health care and, more generally, for economic
growth and welfare.

Definition

Population is defined as the resident population, i.e. all
persons, regardless of citizenship, who have a permanent
place of residence in the country. The labour force is defined
according to the ILO Guidelines and consists of those in
employment plus persons who are available for work and
who are actively seeking employment. Population
projections are taken from national sources where these are
available, but for some countries they are based on Eurostat
and UN projections.

Comparability

Almost all OECD countries now follow the ILO Guidelines for
defining the labour force, so there is good comparability
between countries.

All population projections require assumptions about future
trends in life expectancy, fertility rates and migration.
Often, a range of projections is produced using different
assumptions about these future trends. The estimates
shown here correspond to the median or central variant.

Long-term trends

The youngest populations (low shares of population
aged 65 or over) are either in countries with high birth
rates such as Mexico, Iceland and Turkey or in countries
with high immigration, such as Australia, Canada and
New Zealand. All these countries will, however,
experience significant ageing over the next 50 years.

The dependency ratio (i.e. the ratio of inactive elderly to
the total labour force, right panel of the table) is
projected to be above 50% in Finland, Italy and Japan by
2020. This means that, for each elderly inactive person,
there will be fewer than two persons in the labour force.
The lowest dependency ratios by 2020, under 30%, are
projected for Iceland, Mexico and Turkey.

All countries will experience a further sharp increase in
the dependency ratio over the period 2020 to 2050.
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The labour force projections start from the population
projections described above but then require additional
assumptions about the future labour force participation
rates of men and women in different age groups. For the
projections shown here, particular care has been taken in
modeling future trends in the labour force participation of
women and of elderly persons.

Sources
e OECD (2008), Labour Force Statistics, OECD, Paris.

¢ Eurostat, United Nations, national sources and OECD
estimates.
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Paris.
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e Qliveira Martins J., F. Gonand, P. Antolin, C. de la
Maisonneuve and K.-Y. Yoo (2005), The Impact of Ageing on
Demand, Factor Markets and Growth, OECD Economics
Department Working Papers, No. 420, OECD, Paris.

Statistical publications
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Methodological publications
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Issue 4, OECD, Paris.

Online databases
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AGEING SOCIETIES

Population aged 65 and over

Percentage
Ratio to the total population Ratio of inactive elderly to the total labour force
2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050
Australia 12.4 12.9 14.3 18.3 222 245 25.7 248 25.3 272 35.3 442 49.9 53.5
Austria 15.4 16.3 17.6 19.7 24.0 27.1 28.1 32.1 31.7 341 39.7 51.3 59.7 62.6
Belgium 16.8 17.2 17.2 19.4 22.8 25.0 25.7 38.9 39.4 40.0 49.3 63.5 721 735
Canada 12.6 13.4 144 18.2 231 25.0 26.3 225 226 246 337 446 49.0 52.2
Czech Republic 13.8 144 15.4 20.1 22.7 265 31.2 27.4 27.9 30.7 4919 495 63.3 80.0
Denmark 14.8 15.1 16.7 207 239 26.1 253 285 29.0 322 a7 522 59.8 57.3
Finland 14.9 15.9 17.3 22.8 26.2 27.0 27.6 29.9 320 35.5 51.1 62.6 66.6 70.2
France 16.1 16.4 16.7 20.3 234 25.6 26.2 36.2 371 37.9 47.6 56.8 62.8 65.0
Germany 16.4 18.9 204 22.7 27.8 31.1 315 345 37.3 403 474 62.1 711 739
Greece 16.6 18.3 18.9 213 248 29.4 325 45.1 40.6 41.9 47.9 58.3 73.2 82.0
Hungary 15.1 15.7 16.7 201 215 23.9 26.9 37.0 376 39.3 488 53.9 63.2 73.4
Iceland 11.6 1.7 124 15.3 18.9 202 205 20.2 209 22.0 28.6 375 40.8 40.8
Ireland 11.2 1.1 11.9 14.9 185 224 26.3 243 229 242 305 38.2 482 60.2
Italy 18.3 19.6 20.6 23.3 27.3 323 337 427 45.9 485 56.7 71.0 90.9 98.5
Japan 17.4 20.2 231 29.2 31.8 36.5 39.6 32.2 38.3 46.4 61.2 68.6 83.1 94.9
Korea 7.2 9.1 11.0 15.6 243 325 38.2 15.3 19.4 22.8 32.1 51.8 755 91.4
Luxembourg 14.4 144 14.6 16.6 20.0 223 22.1 323 30.1 31.0 36.6 46.4 53.1 52.1
Mexico 47 5.2 59 8.1 118 16.7 212 135 15.6 16.9 204 27.0 355 435
Netherlands 13.6 14.2 15.5 19.8 234 25.0 235 25.1 26.1 29.3 395 50.3 54.7 50.7
New Zealand 118 12.0 131 16.7 211 23.8 24.6 22.2 217 23.6 31.3 415 49.7 52.0
Norway 15.2 14.7 15.0 17.3 19.8 222 23.1 294 28.3 30.1 375 454 51.5 52.3
Poland 122 13.2 135 185 22.7 25.0 29.6 281 30.1 30.7 44.3 57.1 67.6 83.1
Portugal 16.2 17.1 175 201 239 28.2 316 32.0 324 327 375 455 56.5 67.2
Slovak Republic 114 1.7 12.8 17.3 21.6 25.0 30.1 23.8 236 25.5 356 484 61.5 81.3
Spain 16.8 16.7 17.4 20.0 251 316 357 36.7 34.0 352 42,0 54.6 75.7 91.3
Sweden 17.3 17.3 18.4 211 228 24.0 23.7 343 329 355 424 474 49.8 48.7
Switzerland 153 15.9 171 20.0 239 26.6 27.4 147 28.2 30.3 36.2 45.7 53.3 55.9
Turkey 54 5.9 6.3 78 104 14.2 17.6 15.6 174 184 22.9 320 448 55.2
United Kingdom 15.8 16.0 16.5 19.0 21.9 23.7 241 30.8 31.0 33.2 417 511 57.4 58.1
United States 124 124 13.0 16.3 197 204 20.7 235 235 26.0 35.9 46.5 49.8 50.3
OECD total 13.0 13.8 14.8 18.0 215 242 257 27.2 28.7 31.3 39.8 49.7 57.9 62.3
Brazil 5.4 6.1 6.7 87 12.1 15.3 18.8 1.3 125 13.6 17.9 244 31.0 39.2
China 6.8 7.7 8.4 11.9 16.2 222 237 1.7 12.8 13.9 20.8 302 43.1 48.0
India 4.6 5.0 53 6.7 88 13 145 126 133 13.9 16.2 20.6 26.0 32.6
Indonesia 49 55 6.1 75 10.7 14.7 18.6 . . . . . . .
Russian Federation 12.3 13.8 12.6 14.8 18.9 202 23.8 254 26.9 238 28.9 374 418 52.9
South Africa 38 42 49 6.3 7.6 85 9.7
World 6.9 7.3 7.7 9.4 11.7 143 16.2
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